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ABSTRACT 

This article deals with the history of marronage in the province of Esmeraldas in attempt to 

make sense of what has been called the “racial/spatial order” in Esmeraldas. (Rahier 2014). 

The argument stringing together the article is that autonomy has been the bedrock of claims to 

territoriality for the Black population of the region, a territoriality that is deeply imbricated with 

the experiences of marronage in the region. Further, the chapter will highlight the political, 

economic and ideological challenges faced by a group attempting to change its position and how 

such challenges shape the very nature of the struggle that is being carried out. Thus, our concern 

is with Esmeraldas’ history through the lens of marronage wherein marronage is explored, 

among other things, through the question of territory and autonomy. 

 

KEYWORDS: Marronage, Esmeraldas, Autonomy, African Diaspora. 

REFERENCES: 

Archivo General de Indias, Sevilla, Section Escribanía 922b, fols. 192v–93v. 

Arévalo, Pedro. (1949). “Relación del Capitán Pedro de Arévalosobre la provincia de las 

Esmeraldas,” in Documentos para la historia de la Audiencia de Quito, vol. 4, ed. José Rumazo. 

Madrid: AfrodisioAguado. 

Axel, B.K.(2002).From the Margins: Historical Anthropology and Its Futures. Durham, NC: 

Duke University Press. 

Beatty-Medina, C. (2012). Between the Cross and the Sword: Religious Conquest and Maroon 

Legitimacy in sixteenth and early seventeenth century Esmeraldas in Africans to Colonial 

Spanish America, eds. Sherwin K. Bryant, Rachel S. O’Toole, Ben Vinson III., University of 

Illinois Press. 

Cabello Balboa, Miguel. (1583). VerdaderaDescripción in Obras1890-1950 by JacintoJijón y 

Caamaño. Quito, Ecuador: Editorial Ecuatoriana. 

Camp, S. M. H. (2004). Closer to Freedom: Enslaved Women and EverydayResistance in the 

Plantation South. Chapel Hill: University of NorthCarolina Press. 

De Certeau, M. (1984).The Practice of Everyday Life, trans. Steven Rendall. Berkeley:University 

of California. 

Franch, J. A. (1976). “Penetraciónespañolaen Esmeraldas (Ecuador): Tipología del 

descubrimiento. Revista de Indias 37(143–44): 65–121. 



Asian Research consortium 

www.aijsh .com 

Asian Journal of Research in Social Sciences and Humanities 
ISSN: 2249-7315     Vol. 13, Issue 11, November 2023     SJIF 2022 = 8.625 

A peer reviewed journal 
 

  

Fuentes, J. (1979). El Cimarrón, 1845. San Juan de Puerto Rico: Instituto de 

CulturaPuertoriqueña. 

Phelan, J. L. (1967). The Kingdom of Quito in the Seventeenth Century. Bureaucratic Politics in 

the Spanish Empire. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 

Restall, M. (2003). Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Restall, M. (2012). The New Conquest History. History Compass 10/2 (2012): 151–160. 

Schwaller, R. (2018). Contested Conquests: African Maroons and the Incomplete Conquest of 

Hispaniola, 1519–1620. The Americas 75(4): 609-638. 

Scott, D. (1991). That Event, This Memory: Notes on the Anthropology of African Diasporas in 

the New World.Diaspora: A Journal of Transnational Studies 1(3): 261-284. 

Scott, Rebecca J. (2004). Degrees of Freedom: Building Citizenship in the Shadow of 

Slavery.Law Quad. Notes 47(2): 86-92. 

Tardieu, J. (2005). El Negro en la Real Audencia de Quito. Quito: Abya-Yala. 

Trouillot, M. (1995). Silencing the Past: Power and the Production of History.Beacon: Boston. 

Wright. W. J. (2019): The Morphology of Marronage. Annals of the American Association of 

Geographers, DOI: 10.1080/24694452.2019.1664890. 

 


