Asian Journal of Research in Social Sciences and Humanities
ISSN: 2249-7315 Vol. 12, Issue 10, October 2022  SJIF 2022 = 8.625
A peer reviewed journal

“NAGA INTEGRATION MOVEMENT, MANIPUR TERRITORIAL
INTEGRITY, AND THE NAGA-MEITEI ETHNIC RELATIONS IN
NORTH EAST INDIA”

Dr. Somingam Mawon*

*Assistant Professor,
Department of Political Science,
St. Joseph University, Nagaland, INDIA
Email id: nagangam@gmail.com

DOI: 10.5958/2249-7315.2022.00396.3

ABSTRACT

The quest for integrating bifurcated territories into an integral whole is the underlying principle
of the Naga integration movement—a movement for the integration of all Naga areas living in the
trans-borderlands of India’s northeast and Myanmar’s northwest. Manipur territorial integrity
is predominantly a movement of the state valley areas that opposed any form of “disintegration”
of its territory. With territory as a kernel of the demand for Naga integration and Manipur
integrity, both Naga and Meitei ethnic groups parochially advanced their claims and
counterclaims. This article locates the efforts of Nagas in Manipur to historically imprint
themselves in the overall Naga integration movement; also looks at the trending events of
territorial consciousness among the Meiteis, and how territorial integrity has become one
preferent shibboleth of the state government and the valley-based civil societies in Manipur. It
examines how the furtherance of the demands for the Naga integration and Manipur territorial
integrity has adversely impacted Naga-Meitei socio-political relations.
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