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ABSTRACT

Arunachal Pradesh is a home to 26 major tribe and more than 100 sub tribes. Each tribe
has its own beliefs, customs, dialect, attire, faith and religion. These give people a sense of
who they are and from where they belong. Basically, these give an identity to an individual.
Today, in Arunachal Pradesh majority of the people are renouncing their indigenous faith
and started embracing Christianity as their religion. Modernity in the form of Christianity
has brought in a new form of culture and people are losing it own identity. However,
Christianity has not been able to make significant inroads to the Monpa tribe, where people
are predominantly Buddhist. Recently, a construction of a church in the region of Tawang
has sparked controversies between Christians and Buddhists community. In this context, the
present study tried to analyse the growing controversies between these two communities.
The study also tried to understand tke rise of Christianity and people’s perspective towards
Christianity in Tawang region. The study is based on both primary and secondary data.
During the course of study, it is found that Buddhism in the Tawang has a deep root as it
was institutionalized more than 300 years ago. Majority of Monpas are very conservative
and devoted to Buddhism. They see Christians as aggressive proselytizer, whose only
intension is to convert one’s belief. Monpas were afraid of losing their identity if Christians
were allowed to construct church in the district. On the other hand, the Christians believe
that there should be space for both the religions and Monpas have no right to take hold of
the basic fundamental right. The issue is still underway; there is a need of mutual
understanding between these two communities by considering the religious sentiments, and
to maintain peace, tranquility and communal harmony in the state.

KEYWORDS: Monpa, Indigenous, Religion, Christianity, Impact, Change, Belief.

REFERENCES

1. Sitang, L. A Study on Theravada Buddhism in Arunachal Pradesh. 2006. Rajiv Gandhi
University, PhD Thesis.

2. Sarkar, N. Buddhism among the Monpas and Sherdukpens, Itanagar, Directorate of
Research Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, 1980.

3. Dutta, S. and Tripathy, B. Buddhism in Arunachal Pradesh, Indus Publishing Company,
2008.

Asian Research consortium
www.aijsh .com



Asian Journal of Research in Social Sciences and Humanities
ISSN: 2249-7315 Vol. 12, Issue 08, August 2022  SJIF 2022 = 8.625
A peer reviewed journal

4. Dabi, T. and Dirchi. M. “Conversion in Arunachal Pradesh, India- A Sociological
Analysis of Gender related Factors”. 2017. www.ijasrm.com. Accessed 10 August 2022.

5. Bath, Nani. “Understanding religious Policy of Arunachal Pradesh”. Dialogue, Volume
7, No.3. January-March, 2006. www.asthabharati.org/Dia_Jan06/Nani.htm. Accessed 17
August 2022.

6. Central for Policy Studies Christianity among the Scheduled Tribes of the
Northeast: Arunachal Pradesh, Religion Data of Census 2011: XXXII Arunachal Pradesh
ST, www.cpsindia.org

7. Norbu, T. The Monpas of Tawang, Department of Cultural Affairs, Directorate of
Research Government of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar, 2008.

Asian Research consortium
www.aijsh .com


www.ijasrm.com
http://www.asthabharati.org/Dia_Jan06/Nani.htm
http://www.cpsindia.org/

