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ABSTRACT

The article discusses the concept of female crime, the differences between female and male crime
and its specific features. In the structure of female crime, personal qualities and crimes committed
with malicious intent are distinguished, as well as demographic, psychological and ideological
aspects. Criminological aspects of female crime have been studied.The opinions of leading
national and foreign scholars were also analyzed.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Comprehensive measures are being taken in our country to prevent crime, including raising the
legal awareness and culture of the population, improving cooperation between government
agencies and civil society institutions. “The Action Strategy for the five priority areas of
development of the Republic of Uzbekistan in 2017-2021” pays great attention to the control of
social behavior and social protection of children from troubled families, unorganized youth,
unemployed youth [1].

In particular, the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan adopted Resolution No. 565
in order to study the causes of crimes and the conditions that led to their commission, to ensure
cooperation and coordination of bodies and institutions involved in crime prevention and
participation [2].

So, the study of female crime has not lost its relevance at the current stage of development of
social relations in the criminal justice system. Our people respect and honor the woman as an
educator of the future creators, a loving mother, a loyal spouse and an active person who has a
place in society. But it is a sad fact, though sad, that some women commit crimes in a manner
unworthy of their own dignity.

More than 50% of the population of Uzbekistan are women, and today women have become a
powerful factor in the development of society [3]. The basic law of the Republic - the Constitution
and other normative legal acts defines the rights of women and their guarantees. Despite the fact
that women are given so many rights, in our society, women also commit various crimes. Each
description should reflect the important aspects of the object under study, its distinctive features,
its general nature or its specific aspects [4].

Based on this information, it is possible to analyze the reasons for the increase and decrease in the
number of crimes, to determine the priority of preventive measures. This general rule also applies
to crimes committed by women for malicious purposes.

An important difference in crime between men and women is more evident in crimes committed
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with the use of force (murder, robbery, aggression, violent harassment with a weapon). Some
people try to biologize the crimes committed by women even in this case, arguing that women
commit fewer crimes because they are physically weaker than men. In our opinion, such an
approach is one-sided. Although women lag behind men in terms of physical strength, their
insignificant contribution to violent crimes should be explained by linking them to traditional
upbringing. In addition, in women, the emotional state, sensitivity is stronger in a certain
physiological state. This situation is also taken into account in the legislation.

In addition, crimes committed by women also differ in criminal motives. They are manifested
primarily in jealousy, revenge, envy, trying to get rid of the victim. Many crimes committed by
women are the result of the victim’s illegal behavior. The problem of female crime has been
analyzed by scientists and practitioners for many years, who have sought to find the most effective
ways to influence women’s criminal behavior, finding aspects that significantly differentiate it
from men’s behavior.

The legal literature provides different definitions of female crime. In particular, M.N.Golodnyuk
comments on the criminological aspect of the concept of female crime: “The whole set of crimes
committed by women, which, along with all the features of all crimes, has a certain specificity.”

[5]

In A.l.Dolgov's research on the criminological aspects of the concept of women's crime, he
explained the concept of “female crime” as follows: “female crime is, based on the general
definition of crime, a historical variable, a negative social, class social phenomenon, committed by
women over a period of time and having a criminal character.” [6]

Thus, female crime is a social and legal phenomenon, the content of which is prohibited by
criminal law and is a set of socially dangerous acts committed by persons of the opposite sex after
reaching the age of criminal responsibility, and this crime is committed within a certain period of
time. In women, internal preparation for crime is formed under the influence of many micro and
macro conditions.

Today, women say that men’s passivity in providing financial support to the family and solving its
other problems is increasing, allowing a man to break up a marriage at any time and leave his
family without a livelihood. This leads to a weakening of the moral foundations of the family. In
many cases, they are affecting their mental and physical condition in order to support themselves
and their children economically. Crime is a complex phenomenon characterized by both a set of
negative actions at the same time and specific processes occurring in space and time.

There is a difference between male and female crime in the study of traditional crime. The female
offender is distinguished by her unigueness. For example, female crime differs in many respects
on the scale of men's crime, the nature of the crimes committed, the methods and means of their
commission, the motive and a number of other circumstances.

Criminologist V.A.Serebryakov in his works focuses on the study of male and female crime. In his
view, he noted that female crime is radically different from male crime, in particular, it has an
impact on the type and nature of crime as the number of crimes committed, the nature of the crime
and changes in social conditions [7].

Distinctive aspects of female crime are related to the “demographic, psychological and
psychophysiological characteristics of the female body” [8], the historical place of women in
social life [9], its social role and function [10], as well as the spiritual and psychological impact of
women's crime [11].

As a result of women’s criminal behavior, the proper functioning of the family as a social
institution is disrupted [12]. Y.M.Antonian argues that women’s criminal behavior has a negative
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impact on society, its institutions and communities, especially the family and its moral, spiritual
and psychological environment. Female crime can be an indicator of a society’s spiritual, healthy
generation as well as universal values [13].

In his research on the subject, Ch.Lombroso noted that crimes previously committed by women
for malicious purposes were mainly organized by the mother killing her own child [14].
Consequently, it shows the need to study female crime both in general social relations and events,
as well as in other segments of crime, in their various aspects. The structure of female crime does
not repeat male crime, it is specific and is largely determined by the types of crime specific to
women. For example, in the structure of female crime, malicious crimes predominate and they are
in many respects related to professional activities. This difference is explained, on the one hand,
by the personal qualities of women offenders, and, on the other hand, only in formal
circumstances, for example, by the fact that workers in one field or another constitute a
predominantly female contingent.

However, today there is a process of change in female crime, which is traditionally reflected in the
similarity of crimes committed mainly by men (for example, in recent years there has been a slight
increase in violent crimes committed by women for malicious purposes). V.Dahl defines the
concept of greed as “the acquisition, possession, free income, profit of wealth and money.” [15]

Indeed, selfish goals are certainly manifested in a person’s behavior through the pursuit of
material or spiritual interests. Murder is a very serious crime of violence. The motives for the
murder may vary. The analysis of the motives of this type of crime allows to classify it as follows:
a) selfish motives associated with the desire to have the means to satisfy their needs; b) hooligan
motives of gross disrespect for public morality and public order; c) jealousy and envy; g) all kinds
of revenge and other discrimination.

As a result of the study of female crime, the scale of femalecrime, the nature of crimes and their
consequences, methods and means, the field in which they occur, the role of women in this
situation, their impact on family and domestic offenses and the circumstances associated with
them radically different from crime. These features are related to the historically defined place of
the woman in the system of social relations, her social roles and functions, biological and
psychological characteristics.

However, it can be said that femalecrime is the result of existing problems in women’s life
activities. Women’s problems are issues that reflect the role and activities of women in this
society. Many of them are associated with difficulties in integrating women’s professional and
social roles with the family, which is evident in their high proportion, especially among unskilled
and influential professionals. Women's crime is less common in a society with a high socio-
economic status.

Because of the difficulty in combining professional and family roles, married women are more
likely to focus on having one child in the family. With the achievement of higher education and
economic independence, many of them became more interested in professional careers. This is
leading to the growth and destabilization of marital relationships and divorce. For example, some
psychological characteristics of a woman may be related to the crime she committed. They can
play a leading role in choosing a criminal way of meeting their needs or resolving a conflict
(selfishness, selfish motives, unwillingness to work, disrespect for human life and human dignity,
sexual immorality, etc.).
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Others contribute to crime when there is an external embarrassment (weakness, obedience,
negligence, low intellectual development, self-esteem, emotional arousal, stigma, jealousy and
cowardice, etc.). These reasons also include going somewhere, paying off debts, helping friends.
In addition, in many cases, the crime committed by a woman for malicious purposes can be
manifested mainly in mental and psychological characteristics. Some criminologists describe the
increase in femalecrime rate as an aggression against women and contrary to the public interest.
They also point out that the increase in female crime is related to feminism and female
emancipation. According to T.P.Lugovenko, social and moral instability in society leads to an
increase in women's crime, especially in the economic sphere. In particular, crimes against
property occupy a leading position among the crimes committed by women. The next place is
occupied by economic crimes [16].

In addition, the study of the historical approach to this issue deserves special attention. For
example, the transition of the Republic of Uzbekistan to a market economy and socio-economic
changes have had a significant impact on the socio-legal status of women and led to an increase in
crime [17].

Indeed, socio-economic changes in society lead to the emergence of new relationships and the
emergence of new forms of crime. Analyzing the above, as changes in society in modern times
develop with the development of social relations, most women assume social roles and functions.
This means that their involvement in illegal activities will also increase. At the same time, it is
worth noting that the development of social relations also affects the psychological state of
women. Such crimes are committed mainly for malicious purposes.

For example, if at the end of the twentieth century in everyday life crimes were committed mainly
from domestic and idle sitting, now crimes against the economy are being committed. In
particular, the crime of fraud in Uzbekistan is growing every year. This trend is related to the
social status of women in society or their occupation of various spheres of production. This
situation once again proves the urgency and complexity of the tasks set before us. Today, the
specific nature of female crime, especially the rapid spread and proliferation of drug-related
crimes, is worrying. However, organized crime by women has a negative trend in Uzbekistan as a
whole. Separating female crime as an independent type helps to study its specific features and
position and role in the system of social relations.

In our view, female crime as an independent problem has only begun to take shape steadily in
recent years, driven by a desire to supplement criminological data on such crime and deepen the
analysis of research in this area and expand the scope of various studies. It should be noted that the
analysis of female crime helps to identify the specifics of the crimes committed by them, their
causes, conditions, personal characteristics of women offenders and to develop and apply a system
of measures and methods to prevent it. This specificity allows the implementation of preventive
measures. According to V.E.Sereda, the direct detection and analysis of negative factors in the
social environment has a positive effect on the use of modern preventive methods in the
prevention and elimination of crime [18].

Thus, femalecrime is a socio-legal phenomenon consisting of a set of socially dangerous acts
committed by persons of the opposite sex within a certain time and territory, which is prohibited
by criminal law and has reached the age of criminal responsibility. The geopolitical, demographic,
historical and economic processes taking place at certain stages of society’s development are
related to the development of femalecrime. We can see that crimes committed by men and women
in society are interrelated.
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Thus, a review of the definition of “femalecrime” has led to the conclusion that femalecrime as an
independent crime has remained stable in recent years. Because the addition of criminological
information about such a crime and the desire to deepen the analysis of research in this area,
showed the need to expand research in this area and in various fields. Femalecrime, as part of a
complex crime phenomenon, has the characteristics of a crime, which defines its consideration as
a relatively independent category that is an integral part of the overall phenomenon of action.
From the crimes committed by men, we can see that femalecrimes differ from:

a) Malicious crimes committed by women are committed mainly against their husbands,
children and close relatives;

b) Family conflicts and needs;

C) Often commit a crime while intoxicated or consuming psychotropic substances;
9) Organized crime is less common;

d) Differ in the area of the crime;

e) Associated withchanges in women's social (family) life;

) Mainly as a result of insults, lies, promises, harassment, violence against women;
h) Mainly serious and very serious crimes occur as a result of family majorities.
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